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America’s Poverty Rate
-

1.3 million more Americans became
poor in 2001; the poverty rate rose
in 2001 to 11.7% (32.9 million
Americans).

-

The poverty rate for families rose 9.2%
from the 26-year low measured in 2000
(6.4 million families).

-

22.7% of Blacks, 21.4% of Hispanics,
10.2% of Asian/Pacific Islander, 7.8% of
non-Hispanic Whites were poor.

-

11.7 million children remained poor (one
in six children in the U.S. live in poverty).

-

-

48% of the people making requests
were members of families – children
and their parents.

-

Cities were most likely to attribute
hunger in their communities to high
housing costs, low-paying jobs,
unemployment, and the economic
downturn.

-

The level of resources available to help
meet that need at emergency food
assistance facilities decreased in 52% of
the cities.
The above data from “The Hunger and
Homelessness December 2002 survey of the
Conference of Mayors” U.S. Conference of
Mayors

48.9% of children under age six living in
poverty lived in households headed by
women.
The above data from “Poverty in the U.S.” 2001
U.S. Census Bureau

-

Emergency Food Assistance
-

Requests for emergency food assistance
increased an average of 19% over 2002.

-

An average of 16% of the demand for
emergency food assistance is estimated to
have gone unmet in the surveyed cities.

-

Nearly two-thirds of the cities reported
they had to decrease the quantity of food
provided and/or the number of times
people can come to get food assistance.

-

38% of adults requesting food assistance
were employed.

Seniors account for only 13% of the
population, but make up 16.5% of all
emergency food pantry clients, 17% of
all soup kitchen clients, 4% of all
emergency shelter clients, and 17.5% of
clients served by other NGO (nongovernmental organization) programs,
such as Meals on Wheels.
U.S. Department of Agriculture

-

America’s Second Harvest, the nation’s
largest hunger relief organization,
found that their food bank network of
emergency food providers served 23.3
million people in a year (9% more than
1997).

-

More than 9 million of those served
were children.

-

Women comprised almost two-thirds of
adult emergency food recipients.

-

More than one in five were elderly.

-

Among all America’s Second Harvest
emergency food recipients, 71% were food
insecure. This percentage increased to 76
percent among households with children.
The above data from “Hunger in America 2001”
America’s Second Harvest

Food Security

2

-

Increases in parti71onin
pand
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have to turn away homeless families
due to lack of resources; in 56% they
may also have to turn away other
homeless people.

bedroom dwelling; California is $19.69,
District of Columbia is $19.21, New Jersey
is $18.85 and New York is $18.24.
The above data from “Out of Reach: Rental
Housing for America’s Poor Families: Farther Out
of Reach Than Ever, 2002” National Low Income
Housing Coalition

-

Six times as many seniors needed housing
assistance than were receiving assistance.

-

324,000 existing subsidized and
affordable housing units are at risk of
being lost to the private market, leaving
many seniors and low-income families
without affordable housing.

-

People remain homeless an average of 6
months. 82% of the cities said that the
length of time people are homeless
increased during the last year.

-

Lack of affordable housing leads the list
of causes of homelessness identified by
the city officials. Other causes cited, in
order of frequency, include mental
illness and the lack of needed services,
substance abuse and the lack of needed
services, low paying jobs, domestic
violence, unemployment, poverty,
prison release, downturn in the
economy, limited life skills, and change
and cuts in public assistance programs.

-

Officials estimate that, on average,
single men comprise 41% of the
homeless population, families with
children 41%, single women 13% and
unaccompanied minors five percent.
The homeless population is estimated
to be 50% African-American, 35%
white, 12% Hispanic, 2% Native
American and 1% Asian. An average of
23% of homeless people in the cities are
considered mentally ill; 32% are
substance abusers; 22% are employed;
and 10% are veterans.

-

In 40% of the cities, families may have
to break up in order to be sheltered. In
32% of the cities families may have to
spend their daytime hours outside of
the shelter they use at night.

-

Requests for assisted housing by lowincome families and individuals
increased in 88% of the cities during
the last year. Only 31% of eligible lowincome households are currently served
by assisted housing programs. City
officials estimate that low- income

The above data from “A Quiet Crisis in America,
2002” The Commission on Affordable Housing and
Healthy Facilities Needs for Seniors in the 21st
Century

-

Deteriorating, substandard housing
creates a higher risk of lead poisoning
from paint, soil and water for children.
Nationwide, 14 million children ages six
and under live in housing with lead paint
and 1 million suffer from lead poisoning.
“Not Safe at Home: How America’s Housing Crisis
Threatens the Health of Its Children, 1998”
Docs4Kids Project, Boston Medical Center

-

There is a 2 million unit gap in the housing
available and affordable for the lowest
income people and the number of people
who need housing.
“Meeting Our Nations Housing Challenges, 2002”
Millennial Housing Commission

-

-

During the past year requests for
emergency shelter increased in the survey
cities by an average of 19%, with 88% of
the cities registering an increase. Requests
for shelter by homeless families alone
increased by 20%, with 88% of the cities
reporting an increase.
An average of 30% of the requests for
emergency shelter by homeless people
overall and 38% of the requests by
homeless families alone are estimated to
have gone unmet during the last year. In
60% of the cities, emergency shelters may
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-

households spend an average of 49% of
their income on housing.
-

Applicants must wait an average of 19
months for public housing in the survey
cities. The wait for Section 8 Certificates is
21 months, for Section 8 Vouchers, 23
months. 48% of the cities have stopped
accepting applications for at least one
assisted housing program due to the
excessive length of the waiting list.

The median household income fell
$900 in 2001.
The above data from “Selected Measures of
Household Income Inequality: 1967 to 2001.”

-

29% of working families in the United
States with one to three children under
age 12 do not earn enough income to
afford basic necessities like food,
housing, health care, and child care,
even during a period of national
prosperity.

-

Basic budget levels is a measure of the
estimated costs for a working family to
maintain a safe and decent standard of
living, including food, housing,
healthcare, transportation, child care,
miscellaneous expenditures and taxes.

-

Nearly one-third of families with
incomes below twice the poverty
threshold – a close proxy for the basic
family budget level – faced at least one
critical hardship, like going without
food, getting evicted or having to
"double up" in housing with another
family, or not having access to medical
care during an acute illness.

-

Of families with incomes below basic
budget levels, half include a parent who
works full-time. Nearly 60% are twoparent families. More than threequarters are headed by a worker with a
high school degree or more. And nearly
half are headed by a worker over the
age of thirty. About one-third live in the
suburbs, one-third live in cities, and
one-third live in rural areas.

-

Just over half of all families living
below basic budget levels are white
families. However, about half of all
black and Hispanic families fall below
family budget levels, compared with
just one-fifth of white families. Still,
white and black families have about the

The above data from “The Hunger and
Homelessness December 2002 survey of the US
Conference of Mayors” U.S. Conference of Mayors

Minimum Wage
-

The real value of today’s minimum wage of
$5.15 is worth about 70% less than the
minimum wage of 1968.
“A Hand Up for the Bottom Third” May 2001, The
Brookings Institution

-

Mortality rates and poor health increase
proportionate to the widening of income
inequality.
“Setting National Priorities: The 2000 Election and
Beyond,” The Brookings Institution

-

-

The real value of the minimum wage is
almost $3.00 below what it was in 1968.
To have had the purchasing power it had
in 1968, in 2001 the minimum wage would
have had to have been at least $8.14 per
hour, not $5.15.
70% of minimum wage workers are adults
over the age of 20, and 35% are sole wage
earners in their households.
The above data from National Campaign for Jobs
and Income Support, 2001

-

Income inequality reached its widest
point in 2001, tying or setting new alltime record highs in disparity.

Although households in the bottom 20%
received only 5% of national income, 35%
of the benefits of the 1996-97 minimum
wage increase went to these workers.
“Making Work Pay: the Impact of the 1996-1997
Minimum Wage Increase”1998 Economic Policy
Institute
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same probability of facing one or more
critical hardships, while Hispanic families
are more likely to experience critical
hardships.
The above data from Economic Policy Institute,
“Hardships in America: The Real Story of Working
Families”, 2001
-

The 2001 median household income in the
US was $42, 228, representing a 2.2%
decline in real income from its 2000 level
of $43,162.

-

A full-time minimum wage worker earns
$10,712 per year – almost $7,500 below
the poverty level for a family of four.
The above data from “Money Income in the US:
2001” U.S. Census Bureau

-

From 1989 to 2000 poor AfricanAmericans experienced a 214 hour rise in
average annual hours worked.

-

Poor Hispanic families worked 263 hours
longer per year; poor white families
actually worked 56 hours less per year.

-

Workers in the U.S. still work more hours
per year than any other advanced world
economy.

-

The U.S. still has the most unequal income
distribution and one of the highest poverty
rates of all advanced world economies.
The above data from “State of Working America
2001-2002” Economic Policy Institute

-

Average unemployment rates have risen in
the past three years: in 2001, the rate was
4.8%, and jumped to 5 .08( ri)-8.1(sen in)-5.3( )d(nj24.46U.S. still(”1n.Febree y)-uary5 .03h)-emy.5(e)m.2( ree
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-

The uninsured poor comprised 24.5% of
all uninsured people.

-

The percentage of children (people under
18 years old) without health insurance did
not change in 2001, remaining at 8.5
million or 11.7%. Nearly one in four
children is covered under medicaid. A
decline in employment-based health
insurance coverage of children was offset
by an increase in coverage by medicaid or
the State Children's Health Insurance
Program.

-

More than one-fourth of infants and
toddlers spend their days in child care
centers while their mothers work.

-

Infants and toddlers with working
mothers spend an average of 35 hours
per week in child care.

-

Approximately 2 million low-income
children — 10 to 15% of the 15 million
who are eligible for child care subsidies
— are served monthly by Child Care
and Development Funds (CCDF). 28%
of these children are under 3 years old.

The above data from the “Health Insurance
Coverage: 2001” U.S. Census Bureau

The above data from “Promoting the WellBeing of Infants, Toddlers, and Their Families:
Innovative Community and State Strategies”
National Center for Children in Poverty

Child Care
-

-

In 2001 61% of children from birth
through age 6 (not yet in kindergarten)
received some form of child care on a
regular basis from persons other than their
parents.
91% of children living in two-parent
families had at least one parent working
full-time.

-

Nationally, only one out of seven
children eligible under federal law for
child care assistance receives help.

-

In two-fifths of the states, a family
earning just $25,000 a year would not
qualify for assistance.

-

Over one-third of states place eligible
families who apply for help on waiting
lists or turn them away without even
taking their names.

The above data from “America's Children: Key
National Indicators of Well-Being 2002” U.S.
Census Bureau

-

The above data from “Low-Income Families
Bear the Burden of State Child Care Cutbacks,
September 2002” Children’s Defense Fund

Increasing numbers of mothers caring for
young children work either full time (31%)
or part time (42%). The percentage of
mothers who do not work has declined
from 51% in 1987, to 27% in 2000.

-

56% of all mothers with children under age
one work.

-

40% of infants and toddlers are in families
living below or near the federal poverty
line (10% live in extreme poverty).

-

Almost three-quarters of the infants and
toddlers of working mothers are being
cared for by someone other than their
parent; 40% are cared for in centers and
family child care.
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-

At least 29% of all employed families
with children under age 13 receive some
type of non-tax child care help,
including help from relatives, the
government and other organizations,
employers, nonresident parents, and
other individuals.

-

42% of low-income families that pay for
child care spend an average of $1 in
every $7 of earnings to purchase that
care.

-

At least 58% of low-income single
parent families with a child under age 5
received help with child care, compared

with 44% of those whose children were all
age 5 and older.
-

16% of employed low-income families with
a child under age 13 had no child care
expenses because a relative (or a
combination of a relative plus another
source) provided all their child care for
free.

-

At least 21% of employed low-income
families with a child under age 13 received
help from a government agency or another
organization (not including help through
the tax code.

-

Less than 1% of all employed families with
children under 13 reported help from an
employer.

-

79% of low-income families received no
government or organizational child care
help.
The above data from “Getting Help With Child Care
Expenses” The Urban Institute, February 2003

-

For example, in Boise, Idaho, the average
annual cost of center care for a 4-year-old
is $4,814; in Chicago the cost is $5,304;
and in Durham, North Carolina, the cost is
$5,876.
“The High Cost of Child Care Puts Quality Care Out
of Reach for Many Families”2000 Children’s
Defense Fund

Head Start
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-

-

Tabulation of Current Population Survey
November 2001 Urban Institute

One in five children in this country is from
an immigrant family, and the vast majority
of these children are American citizens.

-

In 1997 immigrants and their children
paid about $133 billion in direct taxes
to federal, state and local governments.

-

Over the 1994-2000 period, poverty rates
for recent immigrants fell four times more
quickly than for natives (11.6% vs. 2.9%).

Immigrants pay on average $80,000
more in taxes than they receive in
governmental benefits in their
lifetimes.

-

Over the same period, median family
incomes of recent immigrants rose 40.5%,
while median family incomes of native
U.S. families grew half as fast.

The net benefit to Social Security from
immigrant taxes is nearly $500 billion
for 1998-2002.

-

Immigrants raise the incomes of U.S.born workers by at least $10 billion a
year (not including immigrant owned
businesses or the overall impact of
highly-skilled labor).

-

More than 70% of immigrants are over
18 when they arrive in the U.S., making
them a fiscal bargain for U.S. taxpayers.
The total savings to U.S. taxpayers is
about $1.43 trillion because of the
savings on education and rearing which
took place in another country.

80% of immigrants’ children live in twoparent families, compared with 70% of
natives’ children.
The above data from “National Survey of American
Families 1999” Urban Institute

-

-

The above data from “Immigration and Poverty”
Economic Policy Institute

-

In 1999 the rates at which these immigrant
families used Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental
Security Income (SSI), and food stamps
were lower than for low-income citizen
households with children.
The above data from “The Scope and Impact of
Welfare Reform's Immigrant Provisions” January
2002 Urban Institute

-

The above data from “A Fiscal Portrait of the
Newest Americans” National Immigration
Forum and Cato Institute

Almost 43 percent of immigrants work at jobs
paying less than $7.50 an hour, compared to 28
percent of all workers.
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